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Ladies and gentlemen 

 

Good evening. 

 

Thank you for joining us this evening at AMP’s 25th Anniversary Charity Dinner. It is nice to 

see our members, activists, volunteers, partners, and supporters coming together for one 

night to celebrate our Silver Jubilee.  

 

Tribute to Donors and Sponsors (AMP’s Mobiliser Role) 

I am sure everyone can agree that AMP’s 25-year journey has not always been smooth 

sailing. There were some bumps along the way and times when we wondered if we could 

still continue operating. For example, when we first started, we once didn’t have enough 

funds to pay our staff. Such was the dire state of our finances then. Thankfully, our activists 

stepped forward and paid our staff with their own money. I am happy to say that over two 

decades later, our finances are in a very healthy position. Alhamdulillah, we have 

consistently achieved an average of $10 million in revenue over the last five years.  

 

However, with this comes greater responsibility. As such, we have made sure that our 

governance policies are robust and will ensure accountability over the funds we receive from 

the community and the public. In fact, we have recently won an award by the Commissioner 

of Charities for our disclosure efforts and transparency in governance and accountability, 

Alhamdulillah.  

 

Our success thus far is in large due to the support from the community, our generous donors 

and sponsors, including the government, and our activists who see value in the work that we 

do and I hope that we can continue to have their support in the decades to come.  

 

One of AMP’s three strategic thrusts is the mobilisation of resources. But this role can only 

be effectively played with the involvement of funders and activists. Your contributions have 

made it possible for AMP to play this role. Your contributions have made it possible for us to 

reach out and help those in our community who are in need, and to ensure they are not left 

behind. Your contributions have made it possible for us to continue to exist and work 

towards our aspiration of building a dynamic Muslim community. Tonight is your night, just 

as much as it is ours. On behalf of AMP, thank you. 
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AMP’s Thought Leadership Role 

 

Ladies and gentlemen 

 

When AMP was formed 25 years ago, it was driven by a need to provide some form of 

alternative leadership within the community that would be complementary to the existing 

one. As you know, AMP was set up as a result of the First National Convention of Singapore 

Malay/Muslim Professionals held in 1990. We have continued the tradition of holding such a 

convention every decade, with the last one being in 2012.  

 

The Convention is always an interesting time for AMP. This is when AMP highlights any 

issues that are pertinent to the betterment of the community; notwithstanding that it may be a 

‘hot’ topic – both in the good and bad sense of the word. But the objective is always the 

same. To contribute to the thought leadership in the community. We also do so through our 

yearly Community in Review seminars, which brings together academics, practitioners, 

policy makers and the public to discuss a pertinent issue and come up with strategies to 

cope with the issue. We do so by analysing areas of challenges within the community and 

devising possible strategies to overcome these challenges. But we do this not just every 

decade or every year. We do so whenever a topic of concern for the community arises.  

 

There may be times when such a topic comes up and AMP does not voice its position 

publicly in public. However, we believe that in certain circumstances, it is far more effective 

to discuss such topics behind closed doors, through closed-door dialogues and private 

meetings with the relevant stakeholders.  

 

Moving forward, we are looking at engaging more professionals to join us in playing this role 

of being the conscience of the community. We want to provide a platform to promote 

intellectual discourse among professionals, where they can come together and exchange 

ideas, views, insights and experiences on current national issues. It is hoped that through 

this, our professional community can play a bigger role in steering the Malay/Muslim 

community into the future.  

 

Providing thought leadership, which is one of AMP’s strategic thrusts, is something that we 

intend to continue doing in the years to come, without giving up our third thrust – our 

problem solving role.  
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AMP’s Problem Solving Role 

 

AMP will continue its research into areas of concern for the community. Our research arm, 

RIMA, are currently working on several projects focused on entrepreneurship, youth 

development and education, and the Malay/Muslim middle class, among others.  

 

Their efforts will be complemented by our social services division, which will fill in gaps in the 

social services for the community, just as we have always done, and more recently, with our 

Debt Advisory Centre. The DAC is an example of how we identify gaps within the community 

and fill them in with a service that is very much needed by the community. To illustrate, the 

DAC had initially planned on serving only 200 clients in their first year. But they served 

almost three times that number in the first year alone. This not only showed just how many 

were in need of debt advisory service, but also uncovered how bad the debt problem might 

be in the community.  

 

AMP has served over 300,000 clients and beneficiaries in our 25-year history and I am 

happy to note that some of our beneficiaries have returned to join us this evening. In fact, it 

is my pleasure to announce that we will be giving out a special award this evening to three of 

our beneficiaries who have shown resilience and strength in rising above their adversities. 

Despite the struggles that they may have faced initially, they have worked hard, together 

with AMP, to overcome their challenges and are now doing well. I’m sure their stories will be 

inspirational for everyone here this evening. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen 

 

Our social services division will continue to innovate and seek out areas in which AMP can 

help fill up the gaps. One such area to come is the future economy. Much has been said 

about the challenges that the new economy will bring us, and we are starting to see the 

impact. Many have been retrenched and made redundant in recent months. I fear that our 

community is unprepared to face these challenges head on. This is an area that AMP will be 

focusing on in the coming year – to help our community ride this wave of uncertainty and 

come out stronger.  

 

AMP’s Future Plans 

Future Economy 

As a start, we introduced a small-scale programme linking SMEs and start-ups to A*STAR’s 

Institute for Infocomm Research in 2014. This programme enables these entrepreneurs to 
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learn more about existing ready-to-use technologies that can improve their businesses and 

increase productivity. 

 

We also started Common Space last year, a co-working space that enables a community of 

entrepreneurs to come together and share ideas with each other. Recently, some of these 

entrepreneurs were linked up with a potential investor who could take their business to the 

next level.   

 

AMP is in the midst of assessing other areas in which we can help prepare the community 

for the future economy, be it in education, training, or other areas. We will work with the 

relevant stakeholders to develop initiatives aligned to the recommendations of the 

Committee on the Future Economy aimed at building resilience amongst our youths and 

PMETs to face the tough economic times head on and prepare for the future economy.  

 

Raising AMP’s National Profile 

Ladies and gentlemen 

 

AMP is not an organisation that is happy to rest on our laurels and remain status quo. We 

are an organisation that likes to push our boundaries and continue redefining success for 

ourselves.  

 

While we have focused our efforts mostly on the community, we hope to now extend our 

focus beyond that. We will continue to serve the community and its needs, but we also feel 

there is much for us to learn from national agencies and organisations. 

 

This was apparent from our recent collaboration with the National Youth Council to organise 

CommaCon last month, which was a convention for youths of all races to come together to 

discuss sensitive issues such as socio-economic divide, racism, national identity and even 

terrorism openly and honestly. This is the first time such a youth conference has been 

organised at a national platform to discuss these issues and where the lead initiator was a 

Malay/Muslim organisation.  

 

Our experience with working with NYC had shown that the issues faced by the community 

cannot be faced in isolation, but in conjunction with all national efforts. As such, the spirit of 

collaboration is critical to our development as a community and nation. Moving forward, 

findings from the discussions that arose from CommaCon will be shared in due time and can 

be used to develop new initiatives and approaches to engage our youths, both from the 

Malay community and the other communities.  
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This is just one example of how partnering and working with national-level organisations can 

enrich our knowledge of not just the Malay community, but the Singaporean society as a 

whole. This, in turn, will undoubtedly help us to better serve our community in the future. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Ladies and gentlemen 

 

We have big plans for our future, just like we had big plans when we first started. I can only 

hope that this fire, this passion that burns inside us, to help the community be a better 

version of itself, will continue to burn and drive us to accomplish the goals we have set for 

ourselves. But it is not possible for us to do it alone. We need your support.  

 

So it is my hope that you continue to see value in our cause and will continue helping us 

achieve our goals. It is in our interest to band together and serve the community because the 

whole is greater than the sum of its parts.  

 

With that, I wish you a pleasant evening and hope that you enjoy what we have in store for 

you. I thank you once again for joining us here tonight and we look forward to your continued 

presence in AMP.  

 

Thank you. 

 

END 


