
 

 

 

 

 

SPEECH BY MR ABDUL HAMID ABDULLAH, CHAIRMAN OF INTER-AGENCY 

AFTERCARE GROUP (ACG), AT THE ANNUAL ACG YOUTH FORUM 2016 ON 

SATURDAY 23 APRIL 2016 AT 9.00AM AT ITE COLLEGE WEST 

 

 

Distinguished guests 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Good morning. 

 

I am pleased to see so many of our youths here today, attending our Annual Aftercare 

Group Youth Forum, which will focus on how we can empower you, our youths, to 

foster social resilience. 

 

Social resilience, that is, our strength and resilience to stay together as a community, 

is crucial in combating challenges that we face as a society. One of the biggest 

challenges we are facing now is radicalism. 

 

Just last year, two youths, 17 and 19 years old, were arrested under the Internal 

Security Act. One of them had intended to launch attacks on our country. Let us pause 

a moment to reflect on that.  

 

They were your age.  

 

They could have been your classmate sitting next to you in class.   

 

What would YOU have done if you had known that your friend was planning attacks 

on Singapore? 

 

This is why everyone of us here today MUST play an active role in countering 

radicalism.  
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This is especially so now that we live in a world where terrorist attacks happen much 

too often. The threat of terrorism is a global concern. Although Singapore has been 

extremely fortunate to not have been on the receiving end of such attacks, it is not an 

impossibility. ISIS is a real concern for everyone around the world, and in Singapore. 

There have been many cases where our fellow Singaporeans have been influenced 

by ISIS to join their fight in the Middle East. In the words of our Law Minister, Mr K 

Shanmugam, it is no longer a question of whether, but WHEN an attack will take place 

in Singapore. 

 

That is a sobering thought for all of us. It highlights just how real the threat of radicalism 

is. And radicalism does not affect only Malays. Last month, a Chinese naturalised 

Singaporean was arrested on his way to Turkey to fight against ISIS.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen. 

 

We need to stand together and stand firm against radicalism. We need to ensure our 

social harmony is protected. There has to be greater understanding of each other so 

that we can strengthen our social ties with each other.  

 

Because these social ties, this social cohesion that we enjoy, will be what will help us 

fight radicalism.  

 

ACG regularly organises youth forums to help you understand the threat of terrorist 

ideology and the role that you can play to counter this.  

 

This is why I am glad to see so many of you here today to be a part of our efforts to 

promote social cohesion and social resilience within the community. Thank you for 

taking time out of your Saturday to do your part in countering radical ideology.  

 

With that, I hope you will find today’s forum a useful and eye-opening one. I hope you 

will encourage your friends and family to start playing an active role in keeping our 

Singapore safe from the threat of radicalism. 

 

Thank you. 

 

END 

  


